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In February of 2021, a campground rates survey was done to get a sense of how Aitkin County Managed campground rates compared to other places.  Rates were taken from the following facilities: Army Corps of Engineers, National Forests, State Parks, State Forests, and a handful of City and Private campgrounds in the area.  Aitkin County's camping rates were some of the lowest on the list.  The Natural Resources Advisory Committee (NRAC), at that time, decided not to recommend an increase, but to revisit rates again in a couple years.

This summer, another rates survey was completed.  After comparing current rates at other facilities, the NRAC passed a motion to recommend that the County Board of Commissioners increase the camping rates at County campgrounds. Rates at Aitkin and Berglund would go from $20/night to $30/night.  Snake River and Jacobson would go from $15/night to $20/night, and the camper cabins at the Jacobson campground would go from $30/night to $45/night.

Currently, the campgrounds are not paying for themselves.  This increase would lessen the gap.

I wanted the Board to see the numbers prior to voting on an increase.
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