H‘ \ N Board of County Commissioners AB
Agenda Request -
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Title of Item: Proposed Camping Rate Increase for 2024

(] REGULAR AGENDA Action Requested: Direction Requested
CONSENT AGENDA Approve/Deny Motion [1| Discussion Item
Adopt Resolution (attach draft) Hold Public Hearing*
INFORMATION ONLY *provide copy of hearing notice that was published
Submitted by: Department:
Dennis "DJ" Thompson Land Department
Presenter (Name and Title): Estimated Time Needed:
DJ Thompson, Land Commissioner 10 Minutes

Summary of Issue:

In February of 2021, a campground rates survey was done to get a sense of how Aitkin County Managed campground
rates compared to other places. Rates were taken from the following facilities: Army Corps of Engineers, National
Forests, State Parks, State Forests, and a handful of City and Private campgrounds in the area. Aitkin County's
camping rates were some of the lowest on the list. The Natural Resources Advisory Committee (NRAC), at that time,
decided not to recommend an increase, but to revisit rates again in a couple years.

This summer, another rates survey was completed. After comparing current rates at other facilities, the NRAC passed
a motion to recommend that the County Board of Commissioners increase the camping rates at County campgrounds.
Rates at Aitkin and Berglund would go from $20/night to $30/night. Snake River and Jacobson would go from
$15/night to $20/night, and the camper cabins at the Jacobson campground would go from $30/night to $45/night.
Currently, the campgrounds are not paying for themselves. This increase would lessen the gap.

| wanted the Board to see the numbers prior to voting on an increase.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recommended Action/Motion:
Discussion only.

Financial Impact:

Is there a cost associated with this request? Yes ] No
What is the total cost, with tax and shipping? $
Is this budgeted? Yes No Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.
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